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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN C HURCH 
       
     

First Presbyterian Church, Mission Statement: 
In response to God’s Power at Work within us, The Weslaco First Presbyterian Church offers 
hope in Christ through opportunities to learn and serve. 

 

 
The Session of First Presbytarian Church welcomes Pastors Will Daniels  

and John Kleinheksel, who will lead us in worship during February and  

March. 
 

**************************************************************** 

 

Pastor Wilbur (Will) D. Daniels was ordained in 1960 in the Reformed Church 

in America and retired in 2000.  His high school and college educations were in 

Iowa.  Will received a Master of Divinity degree from Western Theological 

Seminary, Holland, Michigan and a Doctor of Ministry degree from California 

Graduate School of Theology in Glendale, California.  Will has served 

congregations in various capacities including youth and education director, 

parish life and evangelism, and new church development.  He has also 

specialized as an Interim Pastor.  Will and Aletha have been married 52 years 

and have two sons and 3 grandchildren.  
 

***************************************************************** 

 

Pastor John Kleinheksel was born and raised in Holland, Michigan.  John 

received both a Master of Divinity and a Master of Theology degree from 

Western Theological Seminary in Holland, Michigan.  He has pastored in the 

Reformed Church in America in Michigan and Illinois.  He has also served in 

Presbyterian congregations in Florida and New Jersey.  Additionally, John has 

served as an Associate Pastor in Paris, France and Tokyo, Japan.   Johnõs 

interests include sports and music.  John and Sharon have 3 adult children 

and 7 grandchildren.  

 

THE SESSION OF FPC – WESLACO 
 

Class 2010                           Class 2011    Class 2012                                            
Nicole Kelly   Mellissa Jones   Charles Bell 
Todd King   Linda Kopecky   David Dueñas 
Camille Jones   Mary Mattar   Debby Rektorik 
Margaret Perez  Eddie Seils   Linda Taormina  
Sue Peterson

                      7 0 9  S .  I O W A  W E S L A C O ,  T X  7 8 5 9 6        
 

 

January 20,2009 

  January 20,2009 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Church Office 

Telephone and fax 

969-1535 

Secretary 

Connie Leyva 

fpcweslacotx@ies.net 

 

 

Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

 

Website 

www.weslacochurch.com 

 

 

. 
First Presbyterian Church 

Is a Stephen Ministry  

Congregation 

 

Director of Christian 

Education 

Cheryl Lindstrom 

cheryl@ies.net 

 

 

 

 
         February 15, 2010 

mailto:fpcweslacotx@ies.net
http://www.weslacochurch.com/
mailto:cheryl@ies.net


 2 

 
 

  

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

Session meets every 3rd Monday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. in the Parlor.  

 

Next Session meeting is:  
March 15th at 5:30 p.m. 

  
 
Newsletter articles can be submitted to the church 
office by: 
E-mail: fpcweslacotx@ies.net 
Phone/Fax: 969-1535 
In person during our regular office hours 
Deadlines for articles are 12:00 noon the Tuesday 
following regular monthly session meetings. 
The next date: March 16th 
 
The newsletter is also available on the web at 
www.weslacochurch.com /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άbŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊέ  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

      Monday thru Thursday: 
9:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. ï 4:00 p.m. 

 
Friday:   

9:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

Donõt forget to move your  
clocks ahead one hour on  
 March 14th. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Communion & Power of Hope:  
Communion is served every third Sunday of the month 
during the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service (except July). This is 
also the Sunday we receive funds for our benevolent fund 
òThe Power of Hope Fundó.  This fund is used for helping 
families in need find a sense of hope.  

 

John Knox Village:  
The first Monday of every month the Presbyterians at John 
Knox Village meet in the assisted care dining room at John 
Knox at 10:30 a.m.   We sing some hymns, and then 
celebrate Holy Communion together.  If you live in John Knox, 
please join us!   

 
Bible Studies: 
The Menôs Bible Study and discussion group meets every 
Tuesday, from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 a.m. in the church Parlor. 
We are studying the book of Titus. If you have questions, 
contact, Tom Newcomer at 956-973-0976.  

 
Parlor Bible Study: 
The Parlor Bible Study group will begin meeting again on 
Tuesday, February 2nd at 12:00 noon.  We will be studying the 
book ñPrayer: Finding the Pulse of Godò.   
 
Join us for a potluck dinner on 

Sunday, March 21 st , following 

worship.   We will celebrate and 

honor our awesome sanctuary 

choir during this potluck!   Plan 

now to bring a favorite dish to 

share with us, and to let the  

choir know how much we 

appreciate their hard work and 

sharing their talents during 

worship.  

 
 
Thank you to the following people who 
helped with Parentôs Night Out in 

January:  Stephanie Inlow, Margaret 
Perez, Tencia Escamilla, Cody Blood, 

Nicole Kelly and Kalen Vos.  Twenty-one 
children were in attendance and we had a 

mailto:fpcweslacotx@ies.net
http://www.weslacochurch.com/
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great time!  Our last PNO for the school year will be 
March 27th.  If you are interested in helping please see 
Sue Peterson. Please register online at 
www.weslacochurch.com. 
 
 

The Session, with input from the Mission 
Presbytery Committee on Ministry, is working and 
praying to find an interim minister for FPC ς 
Weslaco.  Hopefully This Individual will be identified 
and brought on board by April, but there is nothing 
definite to report at this time.  
 
 

The honor of your presence is requested 

at the marriage ceremony of 

 

Keely May Noble Ordway 

and 

Marion Deforrest Barnes 

on Saturday, the thirteenth of March 

two thousand ten 

at two oõclock in the afternoon 

First Presbyterian Church 

Seventh and Iowa Streets 

Weslaco, Texas 

 

Reception immediately following ceremony 

RSVP by March 1 ~ Beth Vinkemulder ~ 956.583.8774 

~ Carolyn Bell~ 956.464.2042 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
A word of appreciation to you for 

the gift of two thousand dollars that I received on 
my last day with you; the gift was a complete 
surprise. More than the gift was the love and 
support you gave me during the three months I 
was with you. Know that my prayers and support 

are with you as you face the challenges of the future.  
May Godôs richest blessings continue to be yours 

                                                              ~Dwight West 
 

 
The Division of Finance 
provides a monthly report 
regarding average weekly 
Sunday service attendance 
and tithes. 

 
January 2010 

 
Average weekly attendance: 169 
Average weekly tithes and offerings: $4950.57 
Average Weekly Expenses: $ 5900 

 
All financial information is available in the church 
office. 
From the Finance Committee: 
      Matthew Jones, Treasurer       
      Camille Jones, Chairman 
      Mary Mattar, Assistant-Chairman  
 
 
 
 

                              March   

          Birthdays  

 

James Rogers   4 

 Alicia Long    5 
 Sidney Kirby     5 
 Peyton Vos    7 
 Charles Hunger  10 
 Ian Aranda   11 
 Caleb King   11 
 Sherri Bagwell  17 
 Barbara Marshall  18 
 Joshua Jones  19 
 James Haney  21 
 Del Telfor   26 
 Jenne Dorr   28 
 Trisha Cardenas  28 
 
 
 

http://www.weslacochurch.com/
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Here are some of the highlights from the regularly 
scheduled session meeting: February 15, 2010. 
 

1. The Session voted for Debby Rektorik to be 
the moderator of the Session as per the Book 
of Order G10.301b. Thanks Debby for taking a 
big leadership role. (And the girl knows how 
to run a meeting!) 

2. Pastor Will Daniels reported that the new 
deacons will be installed on February 28th. 
!ǊŜƴΩǘ ²ƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ǎŜƴǘΚ 

3. The youth have exceeded their fund raising 
goal for their Haiti project. Gotta love those 
kids! 

4. Cheryl has many activities going on and 
anyone interested in sharing their talents and 
enjoying fellowship at the same time, needs 
to contact her. 

5. There will be two mission groups sharing our 
church facility this summer. Thanks to Dick 
and Kay Gibson who will (once again) chair 
the committee to assist them. Please be 
generous with your time and talents when 
Dick and Kay ask for your help. 

6. If anyone has keys to the Church, please turn 
them in to Connie or a Session member. All 
members will still have access to their church 
whenever they need it. Just ask Connie and 
she will give you a new key and an access 
code. The security system is to protect the 
property only. 

7. The Property Committee will decide how to 
get rid of the old Scout house. Please talk to 
Eddie Seils if you have any ideas or need an 
old Scout house in your back yard. The Scouts 
are now using the Casita instead of the 
dilapidated Scout house. 

8. Church activities have been planned for the 
year. Our church continues to provide services 
that teach and share the love of our Lord to 
our members. Talk to Margaret Perez or Linda 
Kopecky if you have any ideas or are willing to 
help.  

9. Beth and Wayne Vinkemulder will be moving in 
May and become true Winter Texans. It will be 
hard to count all the ways that we will miss them. 
We just hope the snow sends them back to us for 
a few months.  

10. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bell will attend the Mission 
Presbytery meeting in Corpus Christi on March 5 
and 6. 

11. The Session asks members to encourage visitors 
to sign the little red attendance books in the 
pews. We want to make sure our visitors feel 
welcome.  

 
 
 THEY DID IT!!!! 
Our senior and junior high 
youth groups have met, 
and surpassed, their HOPE 
for Haiti mission goal of 
raising $400.  Through 
donations and a bake sale 

they raised a whopping $485.00!   We have 
already ordered 50 soccer balls from Wal-Mart and we 
are still deciding on what to send the girls.  If you 
would like some information on the orphanage we are 
sending these toys you may find information on the 
internet a www.loveachild.com or call me at 373-2676. 
  
Thanks for all your support in helping our children 
spread God's love to others in need. 
                                                                    ~Melissa Jones 
 
 
 
 

 
          

            
          
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.loveachild.com/
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Special Thanks To Our Recent                    

Hosts and Musicians  
 

PIANISTS : 
Sherri Bagwell            

 
ORGANIST:  

Jeffery Figueroa 
 

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS:  
Ostberg Family  
Clutton Family  
Nesbitt Family  
Jones Family  

Vinkemulder Family  
Namken Family  

E. Williams Family  
 

FLOWER HOSTS: 
Makus Family 

Whitaker Family 
Jones Family 

E. Williams Family 
 

Liturgists  
Robb Peterson 

Julie Kelly 
Jennifer Rektorik 

Jane Seils 
Ellen Williams 
Kathy Sornson 
Debby Rektorik 

 
    
If you would like to donate flowers for 
worship, or if you would like to be a 
fellowship host/hostess, you may 
sign up on charts located in the 
Fellowship Hall or call the Church 
Office. 
 

 
 

CHERYLõS CORNER  
 
The Lenten Season has arrived! Itôs time to prepare for 
Easter! First Presbyterian Church offers many opportunities 
as we begin the Lenten journeyé 
 

The second 8 week program of  
òStars of Hopeó will conclude on 
Wednesday, February 24th, with a family 
celebration for the children and their 
families. The children have enjoyed crafts, 

stories, songs and games during the ñStars of Hope Ranchò 
theme. They will share what they have learned by presenting 
their memory verse and songs with their families on February 
24th, after dinner, at 6:00 pm. Come and celebrate! Wear your 
western hats, boots, and jeans! Yahoo! Games and fun for 
everyone! 
 
Thanks to the following people for volunteering their time and 
efforts to Stars of Hope: 
Teachers:                  The Creative Cooks:                          
Charles Bell               Carolyn and Charles Bell                  
Karen Martinez          Mary Ellen Beard 
Roxie Blood               Ruth Meelhause 
Mary Vaughn            Miriam Namken 
 
A special note of thanks to Roxie Blood for her creative craft 
ideas and enthusiastic leadership, as Coordinator, for the 
ñStars of Hopeò program. 
. 
During the season of Lent, why not consider taking on a new 
activity, by participating in a new class, during the weekdays 
or Sunday? 

 
The òEye Openersó, coordinated by Debby 
Rektorik, meet every 2nd Sunday of the 
month.  On Sunday, February 21, 2010 
bring your cameras and we will take photos 
of folks at the After Worship Fellowship 

éindividuals, groups, formal or silly. We can practice what we 
learned last month and have some new people photos. Weôll 
work as a team so donôt worry if you are shyé..neither Ellen 
nor I are shy about asking people to have their pictures taken. 
 If you havenôt joined us before, no problem, photography is 
always a learning experience even for professionals who 
have been taking photos for years, so, again, weôll work as a 
team and all learn together! The next meeting is March 14th, 
after worship, in the Parlor.  
 

Fabricators will meet March 4 and March 18, the first and 
third Thursdays of the month. New projects are in the works: 
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new felt worship banners for Lent and Easter are being 
designed; new Chrismons are intended to be added to the 
Sanctuary Christmas tree this year; and you will always 
hear laughter ,part of the friendly fellowship fun, every 
time we gather at 10:00 am, in Classroom 10!  

 
 Afternoon Faith Weavers meet 
every week on Tuesday at 1:00, in 
the parlor. Whether you knit or 
crochet, youôll enjoy the day! Bring 
a friend, stop in for tea, or just ñbeò 
as we weave the faith together 

with yarn. The group always welcomes more 7ò by 9ò 
squares for our weavings of love, given to others in the 
hope and love of Christ. Come and see the creative 
handiwork! If you are a beginner, you can look quickly 
with all the help and encouragement from the group.   
 
Evening Faith Weavers will meet the first Thursday of 
March on the 4th, at 7:00PM, in the parlor. Be prepared to 
enjoy and relax the hour away. With a candle to invite the 
Holy Spirit and the lovely voices in the harmony of Taize`, 
the stress of the day goes away while you knit or crochet! 
(If you have a large collection of yarns that you would like 
to donate, the ñFaith Weaversò or the craft closet can use 
more, anytime and all the time! Thank you!) 
 

Itôs that time of year when you have already put away all 
the Christmas decorations-and hopefully taken the tree 
down by now! What about those Christmas cards? 
Can you part with the card fronts? We can use Christmas 
cards in many creative craft ways. Used Christmas cards 
are always welcome.  
Recycle! Recycle! Recycle! 
Christmas cards, (Jingle Bells tune)       
Christmas cards, 
Bring them in today,  
Load them in your sporty car or  
In your open sleigh- hey! 
Christmas cards, 
Christmas cards, 
We can use them many ways, 
Stacks of them are great to have, 
Youôll get more some day! Hey! 
 
ñOh, Yeah, you can speak Spanish!ò- Si! 
That is the title of the first session in the (Very) Basic 
Spanish class. Come and see what you can learn with fun 
and fellowship, with friends at FPC. Class begins in the 
Parlor at 10 a.m. Although the first class began on 
February 16th, the next class on Tuesday, February, 23rd 
will review and renew your love of learning a language. It 

is promised to be approachable and even helpful to you, in 
the Rio Grande Valley. Itôs neighborly to learn the Spanish 
language. Hola, neighbor! 
 

Sunday classes begin at 9:15 a.m., for all ages:  
Children, Kinders through 5th graders are 
invited to begin the new unit of study: 
Peacemakers with new activities as we 
learn about the Bible in rotational classes. 
 
Youth are invited to share their faith and 
learn more about the Bible and its 

applications for life at school, at home and in the world. 
Teacher for the Sr. Highs: Melissa Jones Teacher for the 
ñThe Lordôs Secret Agentsò (Middlers): Sue Peterson 
 

Adults will begin a new Sunday study for three weeks:  
We enter the season of Lent, a kind of entering into the 
sufferings of Christ (using our own "afflictions") so that we can 
get in on the resurrection of Jesus (Phil. 3:10, 11).  In these 
seasons of our trials we do not choose, we seek the stillness, 
the calm and the hope that becomes available to us.  Let's 
find this wisdom together, Pastor Kleinheksel as our 
facilitator, will lead us in a study March 7th, 14th, and 21st in 
room 14/15. 
 

March 7th      March 14th              March 21st 
Isaiah 55:1-9      Joshua 5:9-12             Isaiah 43: 16-21   
I Cor. 10:1-13       II Cor. 5:16-21            Phil. 3:4-14         
Luke 13:1-9            Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32    John 12:1-8 
 
A Confirmation Class will begin on Sunday, February 
28th\at 9:15 a.m., for the new class of Communicants. Those 
youth in grades 6, 7, or 8 who are ready to become active 
members of the church, are welcome! Please call the church 
office for more information. The FPC Session has approved 
for the class to be instructed by Cheryl Lindstrom, DCE. The 
new class will be received as members on Palm Sunday, 
March 28th, 2010 and confirmed with Pastor Will Daniels. 
 

Sunday Morning Lenten Prayer time: 
At 9:00 to 9:15 a.m., all who wish to gather for prayer are 
welcome to gather before Sunday classes. We will gather and 
pray in Room 14. 
 

You will see fishnets in locations around the church campus 
during the Lenten season. They are for catching prayers, not 
fish. These nets are for all to cast their cares and prayer 
concerns upon, by tying color strips of fabric onto the net. 
Each color tie will represent a prayer, silently made  
by each person and given to God, by placing and trying a 
fabric strip of cloth or ribbon on the nets that you see. Choose 
a color strip to represent your prayer; then place it on the 
ñprayer netò. 
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   How the session is structured 

 
At the session retreat, on January 31st, we re-organized 
ourselves in an effort to be even more effective.  We are 
now divided into FIVE DIVISIONS & ONE BOARD & THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 
   

1. The Division of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
2. The Division of FINANCE 
3. The Division of MISSION AND OUTREACH 
4. The Division of PROPERTY 
5. The Division of WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP 
6. The Board of   DEACONS 
7. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

 

1) The Division Of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
The Division of Christian Education is to have oversight of 
the congregationôs educational ministry that will include: 
 

Å   Review of all Church School materials   
Å   Presbyterian Women (WOC) 
Å   Adult Study Groups 
Å   Securing Church School Teachers 
Å   Training Church School Teachers 
Å   Maintaining Church School records 
Å   Inventory Church School supplies 
Å   Organizing nursery attendants 
Å   Organizing Pre K and Kinder Church time 
Å   Maintaining Childrenôs Church notebooks 
Å   Stars of Hope 
Å   Mid-week youth groups 
Å   Mid-winter Youth Mo-Ranch trips 
Å   Camps and conferences for youth and adults 
Å   Christmas Childrenôs play 
Å   Family Advent 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP: 
Chairperson: Sue Peterson 
Assistant Chair: Melissa Jones & Nicole Kelly 
  
 

2) The Division Of FINANCE 
The Division of Finance is charged with the oversight of 
all church finances that will include: 

Å   Appoint a Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer 
Å   Maintaining all financial records 
Å   Oversee Endowment Fund 
Å   Oversee Church Investments 
Å   Reporting to the Session monthly on our financial status 
Å   Reporting to the congregation on our financial status 
Å   Counting all offerings given 
Å   Developing and presenting to the Session an annual 

budget 
Å   Holding the annual stewardship drive 
Å   Authorizing of all budgeted payables 
Å   Authorized signature on all approved checks written 
Å   Writing all checks for budgeted payables 
Å   Recommending to the Session all non-budgeted    

payables over $500 
Å   Preparing the annual report for Mission Presbytery 
Å   Maintaining the Hope Fund and guidelines for use 
Å   Annual Audit of Church Financial Records 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
Chairperson: Camille Jones  
Assistant Chair Mary Mattar 
Treasurer:          Matthew Jones 
 

3) The Division Of MISSION AND OUTREACH 
The Division of Mission and Outreach is charged with the 
oversight of all Church Mission and Outreach in the 
Community that will include: 
 

Å   Support of Su Casa de Esperanza 
Å   After school Popcorn Ministry 
Å   Maintain Church Website 
Å   Mission trip coordination 
Å   Harvest Fest promotion in the community 
Å   Stars of Hope promotion in the community (coordinate with 

CE Div) 
Å   Parentôs Night Out 
Å   Boy Scouts Program 
Å   Childrenôs Community Choir 
Å   Christmas Parade 
Å   Christmas Caroling 
Å   First Time Visitor Package 
Å   Outreach to other churches in the RGV 
Å   Camp Creativity 
Å   Adult Creative Arts Projects ï Eye Openers, Fabricators, 
Readerôs Theater, Faith Weavers, Beginning Spanish 
Class 

Å   Member Outreach- Former members & Current members 
absent from worship 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
Chairperson: Charles Bell 
Assistant Chair Debby Rektorik 
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4) The Division Of PROPERTY 
The Division of Property is charged with the oversight and 
maintenance of all church properties that will include: 
 

Å   Organizing all building maintenance 
Å   Overseeing all landscape maintenance 
Å   Put out for bids all maintenance costs not budgeted 

over $500 
Å   Do an annual review about the safety of the facilities 
Å   Scheduling community use of the buildings 
Å   Oversight of all church keys 
Å   Long term planning 
Å   Hanging of banners 
Å   Maintain church signage 
Å   Overseeing maintenance / purchase of office 
equipment 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
Chairperson: Eddie Seils 
Assistant Chair David Dueñas 
 

5) The Division Of WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP 
The Division of Worship and Fellowship is charged with 
the oversight of fellowship activities and the support of 
Church Worship Services that include: 
 

Fellowship:      
Å   Organize Sunday after church fellowship  
Å   Schedule staff for special events    
Å   Organize appreciation luncheons 
Å   Maintain kitchen inventory     
Å   Bereavement meals  - WOC   
Special Meals: 
Å   Winter Texan Appreciation. 
Å   Harvest Fest Dinner    
Å   Hanging of the Greens Lunch 
Å   UnHanging OTG Lunch 
Å   Christmas Dinner 
Å   Rally Day Breakfast 
Å   Graduation Celebration 
Å   Easter Morning Breakfast 
Å   Maundy Thursday Meal 
Å   Shower for Baby Jesus 
Worship:       
Å   Organize Worship flowers     
Å   Organize Ushers & Greeters      
Å   Maintain Carillon      
Å   Maintain Audio / Visual Equipment    
Å   Coordinate AV Technicians for Worship 
Å   Inventory, maintain & purchase Worship tools              
Å   Organize church seasonal decorations  
Å   Organize preparation and serving of communion         
Å   Secure Weekly Liturgist 

Å   Secure Leader for Pulpit as necessary            
Å   Worship Music/Choir- Pastor 
Å   Organize serving of communion at John Knox Village                          
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
Chairperson: Margaret Perez 
Assistant Chair Linda Kopecky 

 
6) The Board Of DEACONS 

The Board of Deacons is charged with the oversight of 
ministry to the congregational members which will include: 
 

Å   Intercessors ï Prayers for others 
Å   Coordinate with the Stephen Ministry 
Å   Support to Military personnel 
Å   Organize visitation for shut-inôs and hospital visits 
Å   Organize meals for those in need 
Å   Support of Church clusters 
Å   Maintain emergency contact data 
Å   Wellness committee 
Å   Communion at John Knox Village 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
Session Liaison: Ellen Williams 

 

7) THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The Executive Committee is charged with the responsibilities 
of: 
 

Å   Acting on behalf of the Session in emergencies such as 
death, fire, criminal mischief, etc. 

Å   Recommend to the Session staff salaries and staff 
schedules 

Å   Grievance reviews (Confidential) 
Å   Recommend to the Session Staff hiring/terminations 

(Confidential) 
Å   Scheduling vacations 
Å   Annual job reviews and maintaining job descriptions 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
The Executive committee will consist of the five division 
heads currently serving on the session in addition to the 
pastor. Of the five, the committee will choose a chairperson 
who will serve for a year and Clerk of Session who will serve 
for a year.  
 
** If there is a committee you would like to be a part of 
please contact the chair or assistant chair person. 
Remember, it takes all of us working together to help this 
particular body of Christ truly represent our Lord!  Thank 
you! 
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   It is time for our annual Pre-Easter Military 

Appreciation. We will pack items after Worship on 

Sunday, March 14
th

.  There is no real storage room 

so just bring items that day. Please advise Connie, in 

the Church Office, of any Active Duty military 

personnel or civilian protectors of our freedoms, 

(either stateside or overseas), related to worshippers in 

our congregation.  Please specify if someone is 

onboard a ship.  We have agreed that we will only 

send boxes to overseas personnel and send a Wal-

Mart gift card to those stateside.  Please give Connie a 

contact number for you, in case Ellen Williams, 

Chairman, has questions on the address.  Cash 

donations will be used to buy 550-minute phone cards 

for $22.00 through the Military Exchange, where we 

get the best rate, for overseas personnel. Our 

Protectors, near and far, LOVE the cards that children 

make and share them, proudly.  You may provide 

money to Connie in the church office for the phone 

and Wal-Mart cards if shopping isnôt your ñthingò. 

   

Suggested Items for Military Boxes: 
                (Remember, chocolate melts) 

 

Pringles or Chips   Pudding Cups 

Cereal ï Small Boxes  Cereal Bars 

Canned fruit with pop tops Slim Jims 

Beef Jerky   Gatorade Mix 

Koolaid Mix   Ramen Noodles 

Nuts    Hard Candies 

Lil Debbie Snacks  Disposable Razors 

Muscle Rub                             Deodorant  

      Cotton Socks    Sun Screen 

Batteries ï AA and AAA 

Books, DVDs or CDs 

Small Odd Toys 

Cookies ï must be in sealed package 

Tylenol or generic equivalent 

Chap stick in the jar not the tube so if it melts it can 

be reused 

Fabric softener sheets: they make their bags smell 

good - good for a room and their laundry 

Plastic forks and dishes that can be reused (Glad is 

great)  

Soap either liquid or bar ï small travel size are 

welcomed 

Shampoo and conditioner ï small travel size are 

welcomed 

Lotion stick (unscented stuff) 

Body Armour (shirts available at Glicks) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for our troops and all the families with 
loved ones in the Middle East.  
 
MILITARY  PERSONNEL 
Clint Gepke (Polly Lovellôs grandson)                  
Spc. Douglas Walker (Bruce Walkerôs son) 
Terry, Jonathon, Joseph, Ryan Osheim 
(Sharon Newcomerôs nephews) 
Lucas Anderson (Orlen Andersonôs grandson) 

Mickel FernaӢndez 
Jim Rogers (Jim & Barbara Rogersôs son) 
Ken Waughtal (Denny & Maebeth Waughtalôs son) 

Jeffrey Bricker (Don & Alberta Brickerôs son) 
 

STATE DEARTMENT EMPLOYEES 
Eric Whitaker based in Niamey, Niger- Africa  
(Carmen Whitakerôs son) 
 

Do you know of others? If anyone is not on the list 
that needs to be, or if you have an addition, please 
contact Ellen Williams at 376-9457 and leave 
message, or email her at 
jwilliams11@rgv.rr.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeff Bricker, son of Alberta & Don Bricker, returned 
form Pakistan on January 21st. Thank you friends at 
²ŜǎƭŀŎƻ Ct/ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ǎŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ WŜŦŦΩǎ ǎŀŦŜ 
return.   
                                          ~Alberta & Don Bricker 
 
 
 

mailto:jwilliams11@rgv.rr.com
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If you have 
someone you 
would like the 
Prayer Chain 
members to pray for, please call  
(968-6478) or email janeseils@msn.com so this 
person can be added to our list.  If anyone 
needs to be removed from the list, also contact 
Jane. 
 

SHORT TERM LIST 

Dick Heller                                                  Don Brue   
Thomas January                                   Connor Cruz 
Ruth Armstrong                                Mary Chambers 
Randy Petch                                 Jennifer McDaniel 
Betty Strouts                                               Alice Hall 
Amy Scott                                                Beth Moore                                               
Dale Chappet                                            Marti Dyrk 
J.R. Ferguson                                               Ed Irwin 
Raul and Carla Leal                               Marion Scott                                                             
Jay Tirrel                                           Alan Landers  
(Shirley Andersonôs son)                                           (Dorisôs son-in-law) 

María de la Torre                            Sandra Williams  
(Mingaôs sister)                                    (Ellen Williamsôs daughter-in-law) 

Gerardo Mendoza                             Ruth Buege 

(Ana Maria ñAnitaôsò son)                                                              
Alvin AAlSeth 
(Pamela Due¶asô dad) 

  
LONG TERM LIST 

Dora Aldrich                                     Melanie Liesner 
Dorothy French                                     Pastor Cindy 
Sibyl Mattar                                               Bob Jolma 
D J McGroarty                                   Chris Anderson 
Youth of Weslaco                                     Elva Lamb 
Jose Garces                                        David Salazar  
Phil Timmer                                           Nancy Smith 
(Sherri Bagwellôs cousin)                                    (Kathy Sornsonôs sister) 

Frank Mooney Sr.                               Clayton Vicars                   
(Sandy Namken Mooneyôs father-in-law)     (Linda Kopeckyôs grandson)                

 Lois Alexander                                     Betty Strouts 
(Phyllis Walkerôs step mother)     
                                      

SHUT-INS & FRIENDS 

Mary Ellen Rice                                 Juanita Pointer 
Delores Rettig                                Juanita Cloninger 
Fran Pellett                        Millie Johansen                                                
Joe Barbee                                         Marie Lybbert                                               
Norman Sluis                                    Dorothy Warren                                               
Katie Carter                             Isaac and Doris Botts  
                                                        Arlene Waughtal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
             

We extend our deepest sympathy to Beverlye Patterson and 
her family.  Beverlyeôs husband, Albert "Pat" passed away 
February 15th.  Our prayers are with Beverlye and her family.   
 
To read his obituary visit the website below: 
http://www.resthavenbatonrouge.com 

You may contact Beverlye Patterson at (225) 766-6209, 1313 
Oakdale, Baton Rouge, LA 70810. 

 

   Wayne & I have sold our home in 
Mission and as of May 3rd we are 
heading north, back to our roots, 
where we met, married and raised 
our two daughters. This has been a 
hard decision to make, but comes the time and it just has to be 
done.  
This is a bittersweet move. We have friends & family up there 
but we are leaving many wonderful friends down here and this 
is not easy to do.  
I want to take this opportunity to thank you all for always being 
there when I needed help on what ever project I was working 
on. This is such a caring, giving church; I will never forget any of 
you.  
I am proud to have served as your Elder & Wayne & I are proud 
to have served as your Deacons.  
We are now going to be Winter Texans, again, and when we 
come back for a few months in the winter, First Presbyterian will 
be our church.  
                                                    Love in Christ,  
                                                    Beth & Wayne Vinkemulder 

 
 
 

 
Our church is having a ga rage sale on Saturday , 

March 20th ! Please save your items to sell and 

bring them to the Fellowship  hall March 15 -19th .   

If you would like to volunteer to help, please 

talk to Kay Gibson.   
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