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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
       

 
     

 

Dear Session and Congregation,  
 
Thank you for the wonderful start to this interim ministry.  Weslaco is a beautiful town 
in a beautiful Valley, and this church is a friendly congregation.  I am thankful for the 
warm welcome you have given to me and my husband, Doug.  The luncheon had pretty 
tables and flowers and great food with such a celebratory cake.   
 
I am excited about the time-line that now graces the walls of the fellowship hall.  A lot of 
thought and work has gone into developing this time-line.  We will continue to add to it 
in the coming months.  When the vacationers return and the winter Texans settle in, we 
will be adding more of their experiences to the record.   
 
On my first Sunday in Weslaco, we read the scripture of Mary and Martha, the familiar 
story of the two sisters, one who was working hard, distracted with many things, and the 
other who was sitting at Jesus’ feet.  We also talked about the Good Samaritan story 
that was the lectionary text for the previous Sunday, and contrasted the two messages.  
  
The Good Samaritan story is about ‘doing,’ living a life of Christian Action, while the 
Mary and Martha story is about ‘being,’ the Piety aspect of a Christian life, spending 
time building relationships with God and others, and reflecting on the meaning of God’s 
message to us.   
 
It is important in our lives to move between being and doing, learning how to do our 
best at both.  This is also true in our life together as a congregation.  As we move 
forward, we will continue doing the ministries which are so important in the life of this 
church.  You have many important ministries together, in the Christian education 
program, your small groups, your popcorn ministry, your youth group, and most likely 
many more that I do not even know about at this time.  We don’t want to stop doing 
anything in this interim time.  We want to continue in these good works and maybe add 
more that we come to be excited about. 
 
Along the way, we will pause and reflect, perhaps in a similar way to Mary as she sat at 
Jesus’ feet.  The construction of the time-line is a combination of the doing and the 
pausing to be.  It has taken a lot of work to bring the time-line to this point.  As we live 
with it these next few months, we will be able to reflect on where the church 
community has been.  We will celebrate its ministry in this place.  Then, as we pause, we 
will begin to see who we are now and be able to articulate for others our identity as the 
people of God in this place.   
 
We will walk together, listen together, and celebrate together. 
 

         Peace of Christ, 
         Pastor Sonja Dalglish 
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First Presbyterian Church,  

Mission Statement: 

 

In response to God’s Power at Work 

within us, The Weslaco First 

Presbyterian Church offers hope in 

Christ through opportunities to 

learn and serve. 

 
 

  

 

                                                                            

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Session meets every 3rd Monday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. in the Parlor.  

 

Next Session meeting is:  
August 16th at 5:30 p.m. 

  
Newsletter articles can be submitted to the church 
office by: 
E-mail: fpcweslacotx@ies.net 
Phone/Fax: 969-1535 
In person during our regular office hours 
Deadlines for articles are 12:00 noon the Tuesday 
following regular monthly session meetings. 
The next date: August 17th. 
 
The newsletter is also available on the web at 
www.weslacochurch.com Click on “Newsletter”  
 
 
 

                   Monday thru Thursday: 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
*Friday:   

                       9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

 

*Try to remember the Pastorôs day off is Friday. 

Our secretary is in the office on Friday mornings. You 

can always leave a message for the Pastor with the 

secretary, Connie, or on the church answering machine. 
 
 

 
THE SESSION OF FPC 

 
CLASS OF 2010     CLASS OF 2011   CLASS OF 2012     
Nicole Kelly        Melissa Jones          Charles Bell 
Todd King        Linda Kopecky         David Dueñas 
Camille Jones           Mary Mattar             Debby Rektorik 
Margaret Perez         Eddie Seils              Linda Taormina 
Sue Peterson 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
JOHN KNOX VILLAGE:  
The first Monday of every month the Presbyterians at 
John Knox Village meet in the assisted care dining 
room at John Knox at 10:30 a.m.   We sing some 
hymns, and then celebrate Holy Communion together.  
If you live in John Knox, please join us!   
 

COMMUNION& OF POWER HOPE FUND:  
Communion is served every third Sunday of the month 
during the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service. This is also the 
Sunday we receive funds for our benevolent fund ά¢ƘŜ 
tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ IƻǇŜ CǳƴŘέΦ  This fund is used for helping 
families in need find a sense of hope.  
 

FLOWER & FELLOWSHIP: 
Please take a look at the Flower & Fellowship Charts. 
There are several summer dates available.  You can 
sign the charts in the Fellowship Hall or call the church 
office. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:fpcweslacotx@ies.net
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PARLOR BIBLE STUDY 

The Parlor Bible Study group will be starting our 
weekly Tuesday Bible study on Tuesday, September 
7th at noon.  We will be studying the book by Max 
Lucado, "When God Whispers Your Name".  If you 
would like to attend this Bible study, please contact 
Jane Seils as soon as possible so a book can be 
purchased for you. 
 

SUMMERTIME SUNDAY SCHOOL: 
Sunday school is continuing for all ages through 
September 5.  The Children and youth are invited to 
meet with Cheryl in room 9 for Awesome 
Adventures.  On August 22, middle school and 
senior high classes will begin meeting in their 
classrooms in the church office building.  Sue 
Peterson and Melissa Jones welcome all youth in 
grades 6-12 to join them starting August 22nd.  
 
The official start for the rotation Sunday school 
program will be our Rally Day September 12th.  
Anyone interested in helping with any aspect of our 
Sunday school program can see Sue Peterson. 
 

WOMEN of FAITH CONFERENCE:  
The theme is “Imagine” 
Place: San Antonio, TX. 
Date: October 22-23, 2010 
Time: Friday 10 a.m. – Saturday 4 p.m. 
*Leaving Weslaco Thursday at 1 p.m. by car 
Price: Hotel $87 (2 nights – 4 to a room) 
Conference $89 (2 box lunches included) 
This is a most awesome gathering of thousands of 
women with the most inspiring music and speakers 
any of us have or will witness. 
For more information contact: 
Karen Hunger at 956-565-9208 or 956-789-0775 or  
FPC Church Office at 956-969-1535 
 
 

 
The bell and chime choirs will begin 
rehearsing on August 15th.  Anyone who 
is interested in participating in the bell or 
chime choir are welcome to join us.  
Anyone in the sixth grade and older may 
join the bell choir.  If you do not read 
music, we will teach you how to read and 

ring the bells. A morning time would be best as I am 
teaching Monday through Thursday evening. 
The chime choir is for third grade through fifth grade.  
Children who have or are taking piano lessons are 
welcome to come and join the chime choir.  The Bell 
choir will continue to rehearse at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings.  The children's chime choir rehearses at 
11:40 a.m. on Sundays.  Parents remember that if your 
child can not be there on the Sunday that we ring, 
please let me know so I can find someone to ring their 
chimes.   
If you need more information please call me at  
973-2275.  
                                                                   ~Helen Willhite 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank You, Thank You! 
A big thank you goes out to Chuck Hunger who labored 
many many hours pressure cleaning all our sidewalks.  
Thank you, Chuck!  Our sidewalks look magnificent. 
 
******************************************* 
Thank you to Helen Meyerink for her donation of 
books to our library and for the various completed 
sewing projects to the church. 
******************************************* 
 

In 1953, my husband, Fouad Mattar, and I joined this 
church.  We brought our infant son, Bill, for baptism. 
Since that time this has been my church home and it 
has been dear to me.  Here I have met some of my 
most beloved friends, and here I have been privileged 
to work with you in choir, women’s work and in 
worship. These have been happy times and I thank God 
for them.  I thank you. You have been so kind, loving, 
and caring –truly a large wonderful family.  At age 90, I 
am forced to slow down.  I can’t do what I once did; 
but I can still pray; for you and for this church. 
    May God bless you, 
     Sibyl Mattar 
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Here are some of the highlights from the         
regularly scheduled session meeting: 

July 19, 2010. 
 

1. Pastor Sonja thanks everyone for the 

wonderful welcome that she received on July 

18
th

. She feels blessed to be with us and we 

feel blessed to have her as our Interim 

Pastor. 

2. Junior and Senior High Sunday school will 

begin August 22
nd

.  

3. Sunday School Kick off will be an open 

house on September 12. A new curriculum 

will be used and we are excited about it. 

4. Summer Sunday school will continue until 

September 5
th

 for elementary aged children. 

5. Camp Creativity is busting at the seams with 

children. They even have a waiting list. 

What a wonderful contribution to our 

community and our church this effort is.  

6. Clyde will be taking care of the Popcorn 

ministry and he is always in need of help. 

7. Roxie Blood will direct the Stars of Hope 

program which will begin on September 1
st
. 

Letôs all offer our help to her have the best 

Stars of Hope ever for our children. 

8. Eddie Seils and David Dueñas are busy 

everyday fixing little things around our 

Church and Office area. Please thank them 

when you see them. If you can paint or 

hammer a nail, contact them. There is always 

something that needs done, repaired, or 

replaced. 

9. The time is up to turn in old keys. The new 

security system will be set with new codes. 

If you need to use the Church, please contact 

Connie. 

10. We have been so thankful to have a few 

people that can run our audio/visual system. 

If you are a ñtechieò and would like to help 

them, please contact Scott Rogers. 

11.  The executive committee will meet on July 

26
th

 at 6:15 p.m. 

12. Our sympathies go out to the family of 

Gwen Little. She was a long time member of 

our Church. 

 

August  
Birthdays  

       

Neal Namken  1st 
Margaret Whitley            4th 
Allen Rudolph               8th  

Richard Vos   10th 
William Gillum  14th 

Marilyn Leverenz  16th 
Frances Solether  17th 
Carolyn Rudolph  18th 
Evy Guillum   18th 
Katrina Rogers  19th 
Lynn Carter   21st 

Delores Rettig  24th 
John Bowen  24th 
Tammy Lou Cardenas 24th 
Mary Ellen Rice  28th 
Jackie Ostberg  28th 
Cheryl Lindstrom                   28th  
Clarence Leverenz  29th 
Camille Jones  29th 
Donna Delacretaz  30th 

       Ethan Cabote  31st 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Division of Finance provides a 
monthly report regarding average 
weekly Sunday service attendance 
and tithes. 

 
June  2010 

Average weekly attendance: 85 
Average weekly tithes and offerings: $5518 
Average Weekly Expenses: $ 5900 

    
All financial information is available in the church 
office. 
From the Finance Committee: 
        Matthew Jones, Treasurer       
        Camille Jones, Chairman 
        Mary Mattar, Assistant-Chairman 
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CHERYLõS CORNER  
 

 
ñChristmas in Julyò 

Sunday Fellowship is July 25th, after worshipé. 
Please join us for favorite Christmas holiday edibles! 
Someone is baking a ñHappy Birthday Jesusò cake for our 
time together and favorite carols will be sung! Let us 
celebrate the birth of Christ together, without the hustle 
and bustle of shopping and decorating!  
 

The Beading Group will conclude for the summer on 
Wednesday, July 28th.  Beading activities begin at 9:30 
a.m. with a devotional and prayer and conclude at 11:30 
a.m. We are thankful for the leadership from the following 
people: Pamela Dueñas, Jerri Lantz, and Helen Meyerink. 
A new Beading group schedule will resume in the early 
fall.  A fall schedule will be posted in September.                                 
 

Basic Spanish Part I  will conclude in July, on 
Wednesday, July 28th with a game of basic vocabulary as 
a quiz of what we have learned. We will begin with 
devotions and prayer at 10:00 a.m. in the parlor. Itôs just 
one hour of language fun!  
 

Summertime Sunday school for Children will continue 
through September 5th with Awesome Adventures of 
stories, games and treats! A special story time will be 
presented on July 25th. Bring your friends!   
 

Check your calendar for the Open House of 
Opportunities! Sunday, September 12 is Open House 
Celebration Day with opportunities for all ages to explore. 
Come and see what is in store for mid-week activities and 
Sundays in the fall and beyond. Bring your friends and 
see what is happening at FPC!  
 

Sunday Rotational church school for children: Kinders 
through 5th grade: A New Unit of Study of Rotational 
classes will begin on September 12th. Some new activities 
will presented! 
 

Let the Youth Group fun begin! FPC Youth and friends 
begin meeting on Wednesdays in September and 
October. Sunday classes will resume on August 22nd. 
Adult leadership will be announced in the next newsletter. 
 

Did you say August will soon be here? Then Camp 
Creativity 2010, Godõs Great Gathering will soon be 
here with lots of learning fun for everyone! What else 
could be so much fun, with so many activities, the week 

before school begins? ñGODôS GREAT GATHERINGò of 
course! Many thanks to all who have gathered the many 
supplies for the Camp Week. We appreciate the time and 
efforts of all who have volunteered their time and efforts to 
help make the camp happen for so many children in the 
community! It will be Awesome!  
 
There is a Camp Creativity Decoration & Preparation Day 
planned for August 14th from 9:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 
All adult and youth volunteers are encouraged to attend. 
Come HELP!!!! 
 
  Thank you, FPC, 
 

    
 
 
 
 

Special Thanks To Our Recent                   

Hosts and Musicians  

 
PIANISTS : 

Sherri Bagwell            
 

ORGANIST:  
Jef fery Figueroa  

 
FLOWER HOSTS: 
J. Rogers  Family  

Vos  Family  
Vaughn  Family  

 
LITURGISTS:  
Lynn Carter  

Matthew Jones  
Karen Hunger  
Camille Jones  

 
FELLOWSHIP HOSTS:  

Dueñas Family  
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When praying, donôt give God instructions 

Just report for duty. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We extend our sympathy to the family of Gwen 
Little.  Gwen passed away in Austin on June 30th.  
Her son, Morgan & family are in our prayers.  

Cards of condolences may be sent to 
Morgan & Mary Little 

1100 Sicamore Creek Dr. 
Dripping Springs, TX 78620 

 
 
 
 
 
Please pray for our troops and all the families 
with loved ones in the Middle East.  Do you 
know of others?  If anyone is not on the list that 
needs to be, or if you have an addition, please 
contact the church office.  

 

MILITARY PERSONNEL 
Clint Gebke (Polly Lovellôs grandson) 
Spc. Doughlas Walker (Bruce Walkerôs son) 

Mickel Fernández 
Jim Rogers (Jim & Barbara Rogerôs son) 

Terry Osheim 
Jonathon Osheim 

Joseph Osheim 
(Sharon Newcomerôs nephews) 

Lucas Anderson 
(Orlen Andersonôs grandson) 

 

STATE DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES  

Eric Whitaker based in Niamey, Niger-Africa 
(Carmen Whitakerôs son) 

 
Please pray for our troops and all the families 
with loved ones in the Middle East.  Do you 
know of others?  If anyone is not on the list that 
needs to be, or if you have an addition, please 
contact the church office.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have 
someone you would 
like the  
Prayer Chain 
members to pray 
for, please call  
(968-6478)  
or email janeseils@msn.com so this person  
can be added to our list.  If anyone  
needs to be removed from the list, also contact 
Jane. 
 

SHORT TERM LIST 

Thomas January                                     Connor Cruz 
Ruth Armstrong                                  Mary Chambers 
Randy Petch                                   Jennifer McDaniel 
Amy Scott                                                 Beth Moore                                               
Marti Dyrk                                    Raul and Carla Leal                                
Jay Tirrel                                                Alan Landers  
(Shirley Andersonôs son)                                (Dorisôs son-in-law) 

Sandra Williams                                    Alvin AAlSeth   
(Ellen Williamsôs daughter-in-law)                   (Pamela Due¶asô dad)                                           

Gerardo Mendoza                              Marion Scott                                                             
(Ana Maria ñAnitaôs son)                     

             
 

LONG TERM LIST 

Dora Aldrich                                      Melanie Liesner 
Sibyl Mattar                                               Bob Jolma 
D J McGroarty                                   Chris Anderson 
Jose Garces                                         David Salazar  
Phil Timmer                                            Nancy Smith 
(Sherri Bagwellôs cousin)                                    (Kathy Sornsonôs sister) 

Frank Mooney Sr.                                Clayton Vicars                   
(Sandy Namken Mooneyôs father-in-law)     (Linda Kopeckyôs grandson)                

 Lois Alexander                                       Linda Evans  
(Phyllis Walkerôs step mother)                                (Bob Ordwayôs sister) 
                                      

SHUT-INS & FRIENDS 

Mary Ellen Rice                                 Juanita Pointer 
Delores Rettig                                Juanita Cloninger 
Fran Pellett                        Millie Johansen                                                
Joe Barbee                                          Norman Sluis                                    
Dorothy Warren                                     Katie Carter                             
Isaac and Doris Botts                     Arlene Waughtal 
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